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The fundamentals, devel opments and applications
of nuclear rocket propulsion

He Weifeng, Xiang Hongjun, Cai Guobiao
(School of Astronautics, Beijing Univ. of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The vast space is explored continuously by human being, and the strong thrust is of
great importance. The chemica rocket has been used during the former exploration events. Today,
some new propulsion technologies, such as laser, solar energy, microwave and nuclear thermal
propulsion are presented. In these technologies, one of the most promising technologies for the future
exploration to deep space may be Nuclear Therma Rocket Propulsion. The fundamentals,
developments and applications of Nuclear Thermal Rocket Propulsion will be discussed here.
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